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BMS Finance launches €30m Irish SME debt fund backed by the Ireland 

Strategic Investment Fund  
 

 Loan sizes will range from €500k up to maximum €5m 

 New fund will target all sectors of the market 

 BMS to open Dublin office to support new fund 
 
BMS Finance, a UK-based SME finance specialist, is pleased to announce the launch of a dedicated €30 million 
fund to provide growth capital to SMEs in the Irish market. 
 
The fund, BMS Finance Ireland, will provide debt finance to high-growth Irish SMEs for working capital, contract 
wins, capital expenditure, acquisitions and MBOs. BMS Finance Ireland is backed by investors including the 
Ireland Strategic Investment Fund. 
 
BMS Finance Ireland will provide finance on a senior secured basis, without the need for personal guarantees or 
personal security. Loan sizes ranging from €0.5 million to €5.0 million will be considered with the focus on loans 
from €1.0 million to €3.0 million.  
 
BMS focuses on supporting entrepreneur and owner managed businesses but will also look at venture capital or 
private equity backed businesses. The fund will be sector agnostic but will not be seeking property or property 
development investments. 
 
BMS has been backing Irish SMEs since inception in 2005 but is delighted to announce the launch of its first 
dedicated fund to support the financing needs of Irish companies. BMS Finance Ireland will complement BMS's 
existing UK fund which is backed by the British Business Bank and provides similar finance to UK based SMEs. 
BMS intends to open an office in Dublin to support the new fund and has identified a number of key hires which 
will be announced in the near future. 
 
BMS Finance Ireland will be headed up by Shane Lanigan, who has over 25 years credit investment experience 
and was part of the management buyout (MBO) of BMS in 2012. The management team’s MBO vehicle will be 
investing directly into the fund alongside GLI Finance Limited and GLI Alternative Finance plc.  
 
Shane Lanigan, Director of BMS Finance, commented: 
“Following on from the expansion in December 2015 of our UK based fund, expansion into the Irish market was 
the next logical step given our historic experience of investing directly into Irish SMEs. This funding will allow 
BMS to significantly expand our lending capacity to high growth Irish SMEs. ISIF’s investment is a vote of 
confidence in our business model and the opportunities available in lending to Irish-based SMEs.” 
 
Eugene O’Callaghan, Director of the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, said: 
“Our market research has shown that early stage Irish SMEs and those with limited available collateral often 
struggle to raise terms loans in the €1m to €3m range. This investment demonstrates the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund’s ability to attract an experienced manager and co-investors into the Irish market to provide a 
product that addresses this financing gap.”                      
           
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Shane Lanigan 
BMS Finance AB Limited 
Shane.lanigan@bms-finance.com 
+44 20 7092 6711 
+44 7733 260 784 
www.bms-finance.com 
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Media Contact – Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 

 
David Clerkin 
Gordon MRM 
ntma@gordonmrm.ie 
+353 87 830 1779 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
1. BMS Finance  
BMS Finance is a specialist SME finance company with funds to lend to growing, established businesses backed 
by robust business models and talented, experienced management teams. BMS Finance focuses on high growth 
companies at or approaching profitability that require between €500k and €5 million of debt to finance working 
capital, capital investment, acquisitions, MBOs or other specific growth-related opportunities.  
www.bms-finance.com 
 
2. Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (€7.8 billion) has a statutory mandate to invest on a commercial basis in 
a manner designed to support economic activity and employment in Ireland. It is controlled and managed by the 
National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA). 
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